Voicing concerns
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Monsignor John Bonzagni speaks to the crowd at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Adams during last night's informational meeting. Talks
centered on the process of closing several Catholic churches in the area.

Fighting for their faith

Parishioners take on dlocese over consolidation plan

By Scott Stafford
Berkshine Eagie Stafl

ADAMS — Facing the pending consolida-
tion of their three churches, more than 300
parishioners packed an informational meeting
last night to trade denunciations and concerns
with a representative of the Diocese of
Springficld.

The setting was the 5t. Thomas Agquinas
Church, and the tone of the discourse between
Monsignor John Bonzagni, director of pastoral
planning for the Diocese of Springfield, ranged
from accusatory to prideful, analytical to con-
genial.

“We are trying to do the right thing for the
Catholic community in Adams,” said one
woman, speculating about the fate of the
parishes even beyond the consolidation sched-
uled for Jan. 1, 2009. *We don’t want our
church in Adams, regardless of where it is, 10
close in four years.”

The diocese in August announced three

Walter Mikutowicz is a lifelong parishioner of
St. Stan's, having been baptized there 82
FEArS ago.

Adams churches — St. Stanislaus Kostka, St.
Thomas Aquinas, and Notre Dame Church —
were among six in Berkshire County that would
be closed or consolidated. The three Adams
parishes are slated to be consolidated at the

Notre Dame site as a new parish bearing the
name Pope John Paul the Greal.

The main thrust of comments from parish-
ioners revolved around the hope to save 5t
Stan's, as it is affectionately referred to in the
community.

Some accused the diocese of saying the
selection of Notre Dame revolved around
money, then contending finances had little to
do with the decision. St. Stan's, they said,
would cost less to maintain, and would therefor
be casier to sustain financially in the long run.

But as Bonzagni noted, the decision of
Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell to move the
three churches into the Notre Dame building
was based on three main points:

M Notre Dame seats more people, about 600,

B There are more buildings on the Notre
Dame campus that can be used for a variety of
ministries.

CHURCHES, continued on A4
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Monsignor John Bonzagni speaks to the crowd gathered at St. Thomas Aquinas Chorch in Adams. Tensions were high during last night's

informational meeting.

Parishioners want churches to be saved from extinction

CHURCHES from Al

B Notte Dame is located in a
prominent part of town, “too
prominent to abandon,” Bonzagni
said.

“These are the reasons the bish-
op made his decision, and the pas-
toral planning board agreed,” he
said. “We spent a lot of time mak-
ing the pastoral plan and there is
no need to reinvent the wheel
The bottom line is there is going
to be a change come Jan, 1.”

Another woman said that by
closing St. Stan'’s, a number of
church-members would be lost,

“You're gonna lose a lot of peo-
ple,” she called out. “We'll go
somewhere else. We should have
had a say in this.”

Bonzagni said there was an
opportunity for local input during
a listening session last winter,

“If people came to that meeting
and did not use their time wisely,
that is not the fault of the
process,” he said.

One parishioner said he was
sorry to see the letters in the news-
paper taking an accusalory tone
aimed at the Rev. Daniel Boyle,
who has been conducting Mass at
all three churches.

Bonzagni expressed disgust with
some of the things the letters had
said about Boyle.

“Father Boyle is as much a vic-
tim of this as anyone,” he said.
“Anyone who has attacked Father
Boyle in letters to the editor ought
to reconsider Catholic charity.”

He added that such attacks are
considered by Catholic law tobe a
crime and a sin.

Bonzagni noted that the rectory
Boyle lives in has nothing to do
with the consolidation process.

“Where a priest lives is between
him and his bishop,.se knock it
off,” Bonzagni said.

Another gentleman stood and
scolded the gathering for the tone
some had taken.

“We are united in the Diocese
of Springfield, and our diocese is
hurting right now,” he said. “The
infighting and the bitterness is
tearing [our congregations] apart.
I don't want our churches to close
but 1 would like us o remember
we are united as Catholics.”

To reach Scon Staffond
sstatiord@berkshiresagie.com
or (413} 6644005
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